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My Fair Lady 2019

The Sound of Music needs very little introduction. A firm family favourite,
the Rodgers & Hammerstein musical is based on the true story of the von

Welcome!

Trapp family singers, set in Austria in the build-up to World War II, and
Maria, the free-spirited, would-be nun, who comes to look after them as
their governess.
Join Cambridge Operatic Society (CaOS), in the performance of this
musical classic.
The show features such iconic songs as: “Do-Re-Mi”, “My Favourite
Things”, “Edelweiss”, “Climb Ev’ry Mountain”, and “Sixteen Going On
Seventeen”.
CaOS was founded in 1910, and is the only amateur dramatic company
to perform at the famous Cambridge Arts Theatre. We have a history of
professionally directed, high-quality shows, with one major musical
theatre production each year. The Sound of Music will run from 22nd -25th
January 2020.

South Pacific 2013
(Another R & H classic!)

Auditions Dates and Format
Dates
Adults auditions will be held on Saturday 7th September 9.30 a.m. – 6.00 p.m. (recalls Saturday 14th September)
Children’s auditions will be held on Sunday 8th September 9.30 a.m. – 6.00 p.m. (recalls Sunday 15th September)

Venue
54th Cambridge Scout Group, Chesterton Primary School 149 Green End Road, Cambridge, CB4 1RW (free on-site car parking available)

Audition Format
Please prepare a song of your own choice -- in the style of the musical (but not from The Sound of Music) and be happy to have a small chat
with the panel. Each auditionee will be seen individually by the creative team in 10-minute slots.
Recalls: If you are asked to attend the following weekend, then you will be asked to prepare a song and some text depending on the
characters we're considering you for. Please don't feel that you have to memorise either -- but be familiar enough with the material to allow
us to see your potential in the role. You may be asked to do both in different ways. We aren't trying to test you but are looking at how you might
develop your work in the rehearsal room under direction.
For many of you, an audition is a stressful experience – but please don't think that we are there to criticise your work. We want you to enjoy the
experience. We are on your side! We want each person to show something of their personality through your song, and let us see your joy and
pleasure in sharing your talent.

Movement audition call
There will be a short movement audition call at 12 pm (for morning auditionees) and 2 pm (for afternoon auditionees).
For ensemble, the children, Maria, Rolf, the Captain, Frau Schmidt, Zeller, Max, Elsa and the nuns, it would be extremely useful for us to see
how you move. This is not a dance call but a chance for our choreographer to get a sense of how comfortable and proficient you might be
when we are setting numbers with movement. If you aren't a dancer or are uncomfortable about doing such a call, please indicate on the
audition form, however this may affect our casting choices if we haven't seen you move.
Please bring clothing that is appropriate, i.e. something that you can move easily in plus suitable footwear -- not necessarily dancewear!

Sweeney Todd Sitzprobe 2018

Key dates, rehearsal schedule and performances
Rehearsals
Rehearsals take place in and around Cambridge on Sunday, Mondays, and Thursdays, not all cast necessarily being called to all rehearsals.
A detailed schedule of rehearsal calls will be made available for the start of the rehearsals.
October 6th October - First Rehearsal
Sunday 15th December – Last Rehearsal before Christmas
Sunday 5th January – Restart date for Rehearsals
Theatre Get-In: Sunday 19th January
First Technical Rehearsal Monday 20th January (afternoon and evening)
Second Technical and Dress Rehearsal: Tuesday 21 st January (afternoon and evening)
The afternoon of Wednesday 22nd January may also be required for rehearsal time, prior to the first night opening.
Performances
Wednesday 22nd January 7.30pm
Thursday 23rd January 2.30pm and 7.30pm
Friday 24th January 7.30 pm
Saturday 25th January 2.30pm and 7.30pm
Saturday 25th January 10.00pm – theatre get-out and after show party!

Fees and expectations
• We do ask cast members for a membership and
performance fee (see Audition Application Form for
details), payable by first rehearsal. (Bank transfer
preferred please – details supplied in due course)

Dance rehearsal

• £25.00 deposit for score/lib – which will be held
securely, and returned to you at the end of the show
(Cheques preferred please)
• £10.00 for Production T-Shirt (optional)
• There is a Thursday matinee, for which you must be
available.
• There is also an expectation of full attendance for all
rehearsals that you are called for, unless you have
noted this on your audition form, informed a member
of the committee/Director, or in cases of emergency.

My Fair Lady rehearsal (2019
show)

Character Biographies and Requirements
(Note: All age ranges listed will be treated as a guide only and are playing ages rather than genuine age.)

Adult Lead Characters

Mother Abbess (powerful Mezzo Soprano/Soprano, wide vocal range required)

Maria Rainer (Soprano/Mezzo Soprano)

Motherly, understanding, authoritative, she is Maria’s guiding light. Her years
have brought her wisdom, patience and inner confidence.

A postulant at Nonnberg Abbey, young, free-spirited, warm and kind. She is from the Austrian countryside, an
orphan, who has used her resourcefulness, intelligence and inner confidence to overcome the difficulties of
her early life. There is part of her that wants sheltering from the uncertainties of the outside world as well,
and that, coupled with her absolute faith n God’s will, is what has led her to seek a life as a nun.
The actor must have versatility, a powerful singing voice, a great sense of natural humour and the ability to
move well. Some dance is required.

Playing age: 35+

Other Featured Adult Characters
Three Featured Nuns at the Abbey

Playing age: 20-35

Captain Georg von Trapp (Baritone)

Sister Berthe (Alto)

A retired Austrian naval captain. Educated, polished and military in the way he runs his life, his home
and his children’s lives. The father of seven, ranging in age from six to sixteen, he is a widower.
When we meet him, he is still in mourning over the death of his wife; his unconscious defence has
been to push his children away and remove himself from the home that reminds him too much of
what he has lost, resulting in a cool, detached exterior. Underneath, he is warm, understanding, and
as much in need of love himself as are his children.

Mistress of Novices, she is the most critical, finding all the faults in Maria’s
conduct, and may be a little pompous.

The actor must be able to move well.

Sister Margaretta (Mezzo Soprano)

Playing age: Late 30s - 50

Max Detweiller (Baritone)
Charming, sophisticated and enjoys the good life, which he can’t afford, so he avails himself of the Captain’s
largesse at every opportunity. He is practical and sees the coming of Nazism as unavaoidable, so one must
“accommodate”, which brings him into conflict with the Captain. Ultimately, he proves himself a true and
loyal friend to the family.
Playing age: 25+

Elsa Schrader (Mezzo Soprano/Soprano)
A baroness of taste and elegance; she is sophisticated and worldly. Like Max, she will find a way to
accommodate the coming Anschluss. She tolerates the children, but would send them off to boarding school,
so that he and the captain could spend most of their time in Vienna. She loves the Captain in a measured
way; he represents good social standing and a continuation of the comfortable, luxurious lifestyle she enjoys.

The actor must be able to move well.
Playing age: 25- 45

The actor must be able to move well.
Playing age: 20 - 60

Mistress of Postulants, she has a good sense of humour, and so appreciates
what is humorous in Maria’s conduct.
The actor must be able to move well.
Playing age: 20 – 60

Sister Sophia (Soprano)
More inclined to notice the positive aspects of Maria’s conduct (although all
the Nuns are frustrated with Maria’s inability to settle into the lifestyle of the
Abbey).
The actor must be able to move well.
Playing age: 20 – 60

Character Biographies and Requirements
Rolf Gruber (Tenor)
Rolf is a telegraph delivery boy on bicycle, later drawn in to the Nazi youth movement.
He and Liesl have fallen in love and they look for every opportunity to see one another.
The actor should ideally be a strong dancer/mover.
Playing age: 16 - 20

Franz (non-singing role)
The von Trapp family’s butler, formerly the Captain’s Orderly on ship. He is formal, but
not without spirit; his loyalties move swiftly to the Fascist cause.
A strong actor is required for this role.
Playing age: 30+

Frau Schmidt (non-singing role)
The housekeeper, rather stoic, but with a guarded sense of humour; she knows how to
run the household as the Captain wishes it.
A strong actor is required for this role.
Playing age: 30+

Herr Zeller (non-singing role)
Bureaucratic neighbour who becomes an early Nazi official. He is critical of the
Captain’s loyalties to the old Austria and ultimately, as an official of the Third
Reich, he leads the move to take the Captain in the Nazi naval service; hardnosed and inflexible.
A strong actor is required for this role.
Playing age: 40+
Admiral von Schreiber (non-singing role)
Admiral of the Navy of the Third Reich, he arrives to escort the Captain to his enforced
commission. He is more flexible and accommodating than Herr Zeller.
A strong actor is required for this role.
Playing age: 55+

The von Trapp Children
Liesl (Mezzo Soprano)
The oldest child, blossoming into a woman, and smitten by Rolf. She also
has a maternal edge and cares deeply for her younger siblings. Initially,
she thinks herself too old to need a governess; she discovers otherwise.
The actor should ideally be a strong dancer/mover.
Playing age: 16 - 21

Friedrich (Playing age: 14-18)
Proud to be “a boy” in this family of mostly girls, with an often-absent
father.

Louisa (Playing age: 13-17)
The trickster of the family, full of mischief

Kurt (Playing age: 10-15)
Gentle, and a peace-maker.,He dances the Laendler with Maris
The actor must have some dance/movement ability

Brigitta (Playing age: 9-14)
Smart, reads a lot, always tells the truth, even when it may be
inappropriate

Marta (Playing age: 7-14)
Very much the little princess; pink is her favourite colour

Gretl (Playing age: 6-10)
Very cute, just wants to be loved.

Ensemble Men and women ( Playing age: 18 – 60+)
To play nuns, monks, priests, Nazis, novices, postulants, guests at the Captain’s party, Salzburg citizens and contestants at the Festival Concert.

Contact Details
• Janice Chambers/Anna Murgatroyd
Audition Coordinators. auditions@
cambridgeoperatic.co.uk
• Janice Chambers – Secretary of CaOS.
info@cambridgeoperatic.co.uk
To book an audition, please email Janice
and Anna
on auditions@cambridgeoperatic.co.uk,
attaching your completed audition form.
Slots fill up quickly, so please apply
sooner rather than later.
We look forward to hearing from you!

Annie 2017

Look forward to seeing you there!

CaOS Cast of
Sweeney Todd, after
the final show 2017

